
Algae: What’s making my fish tank look so green?
You just got a new fish tank, and you promised to clean it and

take good care of the fish. But after just a few weeks, it has

started to get cloudy and green. You can barely see the fish in

the tank! Since you’ve been cleaning the tank, you’re

wondering why it still seems so dirty. However, the green

color you see is not dirt. If you observe just a drop of that

green water under a microscope, you will discover the reason

for the green color. There are millions of microscopic

organisms called algae living in your fish tank.

Is algae a plant?

Though most of the algae in a fish tank is unicellular,

or single-celled, algae can also be multicellular and

resemble a plant. Like plants, all algae use light plus

air, water, and minerals to help them make more

cells. Unlike multicellular plants, unicellular algae do

not have roots, stems, and leaves.

Where does algae live?

Since every cell of algae requires water, you often

find it in freshwater ponds and lakes or in saltwater

oceans. However, if there is enough moisture

available, you can also find algae growing on rocks or

in soil. Because algae is found in or near every ocean

around the world, different algae have very

different appearances. Not all algae are green!

Some can be golden, brown, or red in color. One

type of algae called diatoms have hard cell walls

containing silica which is sometimes crushed and

put into toothpaste or other cosmetics! Diatoms

can live anywhere from 24 hours to about six days!
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Amazing, there is another type of unicellular algae

that you can actually see without a microscope. The

Valonia ventricosa, known commonly as bubble

algae, is nearly 9cm across and is one the largest

single-celled organisms in the world!

Think about the following questions as you complete this reading:

What do you notice about this organism that’s similar or different to the other organisms and cells

we’ve seen?

Do they relate to our healing story? If so, how?

How does this organism’s structure and function relate to where it lives? Why do you think it lives

where it does?
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